Yachts of “Yesteryear and Today” Sailed at the Waimakariri Sailing Club - part 2
Zephyr

Zephyr is a classic 3.35-metre (11-foot) single-person sailing dinghy
designed by New Zealander Des Townson in 1956. In the Canterbury
region, itis the largest senior sailing class, featuring a vibrant, fast-
growing fleet of over 40 boats. It caters to all ages, from competitive
teenagers to sailors in their seventies. The club has up to 10 boats
sailing at any time. The Andy Holland Memorial Trophy is sailed for
annually in Canterbury. Matt Hix was the Zephyr National Champion in
2009. Alex Aitken served as President for the National Zephyr

B Association for several years and was awarded a Life membership of
the NZ Zephyr Association in 2010.

Ron Mackie in zephyr Windbag 2,
sailed now by Brent Pulley

Sunburst is a two handed11 ft centerboard sailing dinghy. Designed by John Brooke of Auckland and
' L : introduced to the club in the 1970’s where it became

one of the most popular classes of boat. Itis
popular as a craft for teaching beginner sailors and
raced nationally. The Sunburstis usually rigged with
& a mainsail, jib and spinnaker Sunbursts are built
from wood or fiberglass and have a minimum hull
weight of 77 kg. Around 10 Sunbursts sail regularly
atthe club. In 2005 the club ran a highly successful
Sunburst National Championship under the
leadership of Commodore Catherine Shanks.

Sunburst crews- Mike & Janette James, Murray & Heather Walls,
Peter & Catherine Shanks


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Centreboard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dinghy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Balmain_Brooke
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fiberglass

Europe

The Europe Dinghy is a popular, lightweight single-hander sailing class in
New Zealand, 3.35m (11ft) long, raced as both an active vintage and
competitive racing class. Designed in 1960 by Alois Roland, it features a
narrow bow and rounded hull that rewards balance and technique, making
it a highly tactical boat.

Laser

Laser sailing dinghies, now officially known as the ILCA (International

Laser Class Association), are highly popular single-handed racing boats.

They are available in three rig sizes: ILCA 4 (youth), ILCA 6

(women/lightweight), and ILCA 7 (men/heavyweight). Gareth Moore in
2010 was the ILCA4 (youth) National Champion.

Craig Tomlinson crosses the finish line in in his Laser

Optimist

The Optimist (or "Opti") is the world's most popular single-handed
sailing dinghy for kids up to age 15. Measuring 2.3m long with a hull
weight of 35kg, these stable, flat-bottomed boats are perfect for
beginners and competitive racers alike. Kids generally start around age
8 or 9. In Christchurch and across New Zealand, the Optimistis the
backbone of junior sailing. The club has a mix of fiberglass and wooden
Optis in addition to ones owned by members.




Starling

The Starling is a 2.9m (9'6") single-handed sailing dinghy
designed by legendary New Zealand yacht designer Des
Townson in 1969. It serves as a vital bridge for teenage sailors
transitioning from junior boats like the Optimist to senior
classes like the Laser. The Club has a strong fleet of up to 10
Starlings. In 2011 Gareth Moore won the Starling National
Championship and the Starling Match Racing National

Champion.

Firebug

Lilian and Stalena Dunn in their Firebugs.

The Firebugis a 2.4 m (8-foot) wooden sailing dinghy designed in New Zealand by John Spencer and
Peter Tait. Agile and well suited to amateur building, training, solo sailing, or sailing with two crew, it
performs wellin a good breeze. Waimakariri Sailing Club members own a few.

Other boats in the Waimakariri Sailing Club fleet
Sigrid Trailer Yacht

A Sigrid trailer Sailer modified specially to introduce
i youngsters as crew to sailing.

The Sigrid is a 6.3-metre (21 ft) plywood trailer yacht
designed by Don Nixon, first launched in 1975. Affordable
and roomy, with a small shelter cabin, it remains popular
in Canterbury.

ViKiInNG

Rear Commodore Sam Jones with potential sailors



Two Splash dinghies: the Splash is a 3.5-metre, single-
handed sailing dinghy popular in New Zealand with youth
sailors aged 13-19 and lighter adults weighing 45-80 kg. It
provides an excellent transition between the Optimist and
Laser classes.

Piccolo

'~ Two Piccolo dinghies: The Piccolo is a 3 metre (10-foot) plastic learn-to-
=== saildinghy used across New Zealand, particularly by junior and beginner
sailing programs. Known for being stable and forgiving, frequently used for
training younger sailors and adults.

Researched by Stan Price for the Waimakariri Sailing Club 2027/28 Centennial, any corrections or
information about yachts sailed at the club welcome. Contact: stancarole@xtra.co.nz
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